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iguel Mendizabal Esq. Managing 

Attorney of IRC, is a graduate of Boston 

College Law School; (J.D. 1981) where 

he served as Citations and Executive 

Editor of the Boston College Third 

World Law Journal (1979-1981). He 

was a VISTA fellow at the Legal Ser-

vices Institute, a clinical program of the 

Harvard Law  School (1980-1981). Mr. 

Mendizabal is a member of the Ameri-

can Immigration Lawyers Association 

(AILA), the Pennsylvania Bar, and the 

Bar of the United States Supreme 

Court. Mr. Mendizabal is a frequent 

speaker for AILA and was a former 

board member from 1990-91. 

M 
  

  

Off ice Hours :  
Monday to Fr iday 
9 :30am to 5 :00pm 

Visit us at: 

 g     
Immi   
   Ri  

rants’ 
Centerhts

The

  

  



Removal Relief is our Specialization 

Consultations by  
appointment only 

Adjustment of Status 
Non-immigrant aliens can apply for lawful 
permanent residence if the alien is admissible 
for permanent residence and an immigration 
visa is immediately available at the time of 
applying for adjustment to status. Alien in 
removal proceedings apply before an immi-
gration judge, while alien previously admitted 
into the U.S. can apply directly with the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS). 

Since 1985 Immigrants Rights Center 

(IRC) has been actively representing 

aliens in removal, deportation and 

exclusion matters before the Immigra-

tion Court. IRC is recognized by the 

Executive Office For Immigration Re-

view (EOIR). As one of the leading 

firms in Orlando, specializing in com-

plex Immigration Law matters relat-

ing to the representation of the crimi-

nal alien, IRC has since 1985, repre-

sented thousands of aliens. IRC’s spe-

cialization has served as a resource 

center and mentor for other AILA at-

torneys and as pro bono attorney for 

refugee children from around the 

world.  

Cancellation of Removal 
Lawful permanent residents with a conviction 
can apply if the following applies: 
1. Five years lawful permanent residence,  
2. Seven years physical presence, and 
3. Crime is not an aggravated felony. 
Non-lawful permanent residents need to meet 
the following: 
1. Ten years of physical U.S. presence,  
2. Good moral character, 
3. No inadmissible crimes, 
4. Qualifying members who will suffer ex-

treme and unusual hardship. 

Asylum 
Relief is available to aliens who qualify as a “refugee.” 
The applicant must demonstrate an inability to return 
to his/her home country because of past persecution or 
a well-founded fear of future persecution based upon 
his/her race, religion, nationality, membership in a par-
ticular social group, or political opinion. However, an 
alien may be ineligible for asylum, primarily if he/she 
failed to file an asylum application within the first year 
of arrival to the U.S. or being convicted of an aggra-
vated felony. 

Withholding of Removal 
Similar to Asylum but requires a significantly 
greater burden of proof for the alien to dem-
onstrate persecution. A significant benefit to 
the alien in this category over asylum relief is 
that the immigration court does not have dis-
cretionary control over the granting of the re-
lief as it does over asylum cases. 

United Nations Convention Against Torture 
Similar to withholding of removal in difficulty, but 
unlike asylum available to aliens that have been con-
victed of a felony. 

Motions to Reopen or Reconsider 
Time sensitive request to the Immigration Judge or the 
Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) to reexamine a 
decision based on alleged errors of law or facts by in-
troducing new evidence material and not available at 
the original hearing. 

Administrative Appeal 
Request review by the BIA of a decision by the Immi-
gration Judge, or by the DHS. Time sensitive in nature 
and complex in scope. 

Judicial Review 
More complex than an administrative appeal and also 
subject to time limitations. 

Our specialty also includes removal and inadmissibility waivers 
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	Removal Relief is our Specialization

	Non-immigrant aliens can apply for lawful permanent residence if the alien is admissible for permanent residence and an immigration visa is immediately available at the time of applying for adjustment to status. Alien in removal proceedings apply before an immigration judge, while alien previously admitted into the U.S. can apply directly with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

	Cancellation of Removal

	Lawful permanent residents with a conviction can apply if the following applies:

	Five years lawful permanent residence, 

	Seven years physical presence, and

	Crime is not an aggravated felony.

	Non-lawful permanent residents need to meet the following:

	Ten years of physical U.S. presence, 

	Good moral character,

	No inadmissible crimes,

	Qualifying members who will suffer extreme and unusual hardship.

	Asylum

	Relief is available to aliens who qualify as a “refugee.” The applicant must demonstrate an inability to return to his/her home country because of past persecution or a well-founded fear of future persecution based upon his/her race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion. However, an alien may be ineligible for asylum, primarily if he/she failed to file an asylum application within the first year of arrival to the U.S. or being convicted of an aggravated felony.

	Withholding of Removal

	Similar to Asylum but requires a significantly greater burden of proof for the alien to demonstrate persecution. A significant benefit to the alien in this category over asylum relief is that the immigration court does not have discretionary control over the granting of the relief as it does over asylum cases.

	United Nations Convention Against Torture

	Similar to withholding of removal in difficulty, but unlike asylum available to aliens that have been convicted of a felony.

	Motions to Reopen or Reconsider

	Time sensitive request to the Immigration Judge or the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) to reexamine a decision based on alleged errors of law or facts by introducing new evidence material and not available at the original hearing.

	Administrative Appeal

	Request review by the BIA of a decision by the Immigration Judge, or by the DHS. Time sensitive in nature and complex in scope.

	Judicial Review

	More complex than an administrative appeal and also subject to time limitations.

	Our specialty also includes removal and inadmissibility waivers
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